Abstract. The 
secretion of immunologically abnormal PTH. In tetany due to psychogenic hyperventilation, parathyroid hyperreactivity might be explained by repeated stimulation through respiratory alkalosis. Although the EDTA test rarely improved the diagnostic accuracy of basal PTH measurements in primary hyperparathyroidism, it was useful for differentiating between latent hypoparathyroidism and tetany due to psychogenic hyperventilation, both presenting with normal plasma calcium.
The variability of the clinical picture of hypopara¬ thyroidism already illustrates the large spectrum of this disease, as described on the basis of plasma calcium level (Parfitt 1972 Therefore, plasma calcium can be normal in mild hypoparathyroidism (Parfitt 1972) (-8.6% ) at 1 h, and of-0.73 g/100 ml (-10 .3%) at 2 h. Almost identical results were found in 8 normal subjects (-0.58 
